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Prenatal Oral Health Interprofessional Experience 

 

The Prenatal Oral Health Interprofessional (IP) Experience brings together students for a 

collaborative clinical experience. This guide is a model used by NYU College of Dentistry and 

NYU College of Nursing. For our program, NYU Dental (DDS) students and NYU Nurse Midwifery 

(CNM) or NYU Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) students collaborate to develop a management 

plan to meet the oral health needs of pregnant persons in the Bellevue Prenatal Clinic through 

oral health screening, education and referral. 

Outcomes: 

• CNM/FNP develop oral health competencies to conduct an oral health 

assessment, history and intra- and extra-oral exam (HEENOT) of pregnant 

persons.  

• DDS students develop oral health competencies to offer oral health literacy 

anticipatory guidance to educate pregnant persons about the importance of 

home oral hygiene. 

• All students develop interprofessional competencies to understand each other’s 

role, values and ethics, and communicate and collaborate with each other. 
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IPEC Competencies 

View and download the full IPEC Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ipecollaborative.org/assets/2016-Update.pdf
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Student Assignment Example 
 
To be completed by all students prior to clinic:  
 
The Interprofessional Prenatal Oral Health experience combines NYU Dental Residents, NYU Dental 
Students and NYU Nurse Practitioner/Nurse Midwifery students in a collaborative clinical experience. 
Students will develop a collaborative plan to meet the oral health needs of pregnant women in the 
Bellevue prenatal clinic through oral health screening, education and referral.  

 

Student Instructions 

Prior to the event: 

• Review the Prenatal IPE Schedule and sign up for one session. Only sign up for a 

date if you are certain you will be available that day. A maximum of two people 

can sign up per session. 

• Complete Smiles for Life Course: Pregnancy and Women’s Oral Health (Please 

email certificates of completion to Jessamin Cipollina at 

jessamin.cipollina@nyu.edu). 

• Watch video on Interprofessional Education 

• Review the IPEC Competencies 

• If for any reason you will be absent, please notify Jessamin Cipollina at 

jessamin.cipollina@nyu.edu as far in advance as possible.  

On the day of the event, students will meet the Preceptor in the Bellevue Lobby at 

the start time that has been provided to you via email. 

• Dress Code: scrubs. PLEASE REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR STUDENT ID. 

• You will need eye protection and your N95 mask. 

• In case an emergency arises on the day of the rotation or if you will be late for 

any reason, please notify the Bellevue Prenatal Clinic. 

https://www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org/courses/pregnancy-and-women/
https://vimeo.com/59427772
https://www.ipecollaborative.org/assets/2016-Update.pdf
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Protocol  

Assignment – DDS and CNM/ FNP students receive the Student Assignment which includes the 

pre-clinic assignment and a description of meeting location.   

BRIEF –DDS and CNM/FNP students meet Preceptor in the Bellevue Lobby at 8:15 AM to review 

Oral Health in Pregnancy: A National Consensus Statement. Students complete online ICCAS 

surveys before and after prenatal clinic experience. 

In Prenatal Clinic – Students learn from, with and about each other while meeting the oral and 

overall health needs of pregnant persons. 

Patient 1 Patient 2 
 
 

DDS/CNM/FNP students review screening 
form together 
 

DDS/CNM/FNP students review screening 
form together 
 

CNM/FNP student review prenatal chart in 
EPIC 

DDS student review prenatal chart in EPIC 

DDS student performs HEENOT exam and 
demonstrates with CNM/FNP student  

CNM/FNP student performs HEENOT exam 
with DDS student mentoring 

HUDDLE: DDS and CNM/FNP students discuss 
plan 

HUDDLE: DDS and CNM/FNP students discuss 
plan 

CNM/FNP student provides patient education, 
prevention, anticipatory guidance, handouts, 
referral and follow-up 
 

DDS student provides patient education, 
prevention, anticipatory guidance, handouts, 
referral and follow-up 

 

DEBRIEF – Meet together at end of session. Informal information exchange session designed to 

improve team performance and effectiveness through lessons learned and reinforcement of 

positive behaviors. 

 

 

https://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/OralHealthPregnancyConsensus.pdf
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Educational Resources  

 

 

 View and download the following resources

 

https://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/OralHealthPregnancyConsensus.pdf
https://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/OralHealthPregnancyConsensus.pdf
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Suggestions to Facilitate Student Discussion 

BRIEF 

Introductions 

1) What is your name? 
2) Tell us about your program (what program are you in? how many years is the program?) 
3) Which specialty are you interested in pursuing?  

Previous IPE experience  

4) Have you previously worked with other health professionals on a team before? Where 
and when?  

5) What did you like or not like about it? What could have been improved? Did you find 
the experience to be valuable?  

6) Did you learn anything new about the roles and responsibilities of other health 
professions?  

7) Did you find that other health professionals used language/terminology that you were 
unfamiliar with? If so, how did you overcome these language barriers?  

 

DEBRIEF 

Roles & Responsibilities  

1) How did the different roles overlap? 

2) Were there any role conflicts? 

3) How did the different roles complement each other? 

4) Do you think you are able to better understand the roles and responsibilities of the 

different health care professionals on the team after this experience? 

Communication & Teamwork  

5) How did the team members communicate with each other?  

6) Did you find that anyone dominated the conversation?  Did you feel that every team 

member was able to contribute? 

7) Did you find anything surprising about another team member, for example, his or her 

knowledge or skills?  

Values & Ethics  

8) Were the values and ethics the same across all professions? 

9) In what ways did you find this experience valuable?  

10) Do you think that interprofessional education will have an effect on how you interact 

with other health professionals in your future clinical practice? 
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Oral Health Policy and Other Topics for Discussion 

 

1) Water fluoridation  

a. What are the benefits of water fluoridation? 

b. Does your community fluoridate their water supply? 

c. Have you ever encountered parents who were resistant to fluoridation? What were 

their concerns? How did you handle the situation?  

d. How could you work together as an interprofessional team to promote the benefits 

of water fluoridation your community? 

2) HPV vaccination 

a. What are some oral implications of HPV? 

b. Do you encounter patients and/or their parents who are hesitant about HPV 

vaccination? What are their concerns? How do you handle this situation? 

c. How could you work together as an interprofessional team to explain the benefits of 

the HPV vaccination to a patient or a parent?  

3) Dental Insurance  

a. Do you encounter patients who do not have dental insurance?  

b. How can you help such patients? 

c. How could you work together as an interprofessional team to improve access to oral 

health care for patients who do not have dental insurance?  

4) Nutrition  

a. How is nutrition linked to oral health?  

b. What are some food behaviors/habits that you have seen that can impact a 

pregnant patient’s oral health? 

c. How could you work together as an interprofessional team to overcome unhealthy 

feeding/eating habits and improve a child’s oral health?  

5) Oral injury/trauma  

a. What are some common ways that women receive oral trauma? 

b. When should you be concerned about intimate partner violence? 

6) Pregnancy  

a. How do you think that a person’s oral health during pregnancy will affect their 

children? 

b. How safe do you think it is for a pregnant person to receive dental treatment? 

c. How could you work as an interprofessional team to ensure that pregnant persons 

have access to oral health care during pregnancy and that new parents are taught 

about good oral hygiene habits for their babies/children?  
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Ice Breakers 

Misconceptions 
Have participants share what is the biggest misconception the public has about their 
professions. Ask participants to answer these questions: “How would you educate the public 
about this misconception?”; “Do you have a one-minute elevator speech about your role?”; 
“What did you learn from speaking about these misconceptions or hearing these 
misconceptions?”; “How might this occur when working with patients or caregivers?”  

Jargon 
Ask everyone to write down 3 acronyms/jargons words that are common in their profession, 
but that may not be as familiar to other professions. Invite the group to search through the list 
looking for commonalities or differences in how words are used. 

Commonalties 
Ask the group to list as many things as possible that they have in common. (You may want to 
list some ground rules – e.g., cannot include body parts/clothing).  

The Best Team 
Have each person share a description of the best team they have ever been on and why. 
Debrief this exercise by having the team identify ways to achieve the best team characteristics. 
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